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LORD CLIVE" SPEECH in the Hovsz 
of Commons, on the Motion made for an 


Inquiry into the Mature, State, and Con- 
dition, of the. EasT INDIA Cour ax V, and 
of the BRITISH Arvairs in the EAST InDIEs, 


in the F 2 . 0. LS the e Parkament: 
1772. : 


this Houſe, but I find myſelf ſo particularly called 
upon, that I muſt make the attempt, though I ſhould- 
expoſe myſelf in fo doing. With what confidence can 1 
venture to give my mend upon a ſubject of ſuch na- 
tional conſequence, who myſelf ſtand charged with having 
been the cauſe of the Preſent melancholy ſituation of the 
Company's affairs in BEN GAL? This Houſe can have no 
reliance on my opinion, whilſt ſuch an impreſſion remains 
unremoved. The Houſe will therefore give me leave to 
remove this impreſſion, and to endeavor to reſtore myſelf 
5 10 hat favorable - opinion, which, '3 flatter myſelf, they en- 


A 2: tertained | 


Z 1 T is with great difidence that * attempt to e to 


T +. 3 


tertained of my conduct, before theſe Charges were exhi- 
bered againſt - me. Nor do I with to lay my conduct 
before the cen of this Houſe only; —I ſpeak lik e- 


viſe to my Country in general, upon whom I put myſelf, | 
= only without reluctance, but with alacrity. 


Ir is well known that I was called upon, in the year 
_ by a General Court, to undertake the management 
of the Company's affairs in Bzncar, when they were in a 
very critical and dangerous ſituation, It is as well known, 
that my Circumſtances were independent and affluent. Hap- 
py in the ſenſe of my paſt. conduct and ſervices, happy in 
my family, - happy in my connections, happy in every 
thing but my health, which I loſt in the Company's ſer- 
vice, never to be regained — this ſituation, this happineſs, 
I -xelinquiſhed at the call of the Company, to go to a far 
diſtant unhealthy climate, to undertake the envious taſk 
of Reformation, — My enemies will ſuppoſe, that I was ac- 
tuated by mercenary motives. But this Houſe, and my 
Country at large, will, I hope, think more liberally. 
They will conceive. that 1 undertook this expedition from 
a principle of gratitude, from a point of honor, and from 
a deſire of doing eſſential ſervice to that Company, under 2 
5 whoſe auſpices 1 IO. my fortune and my fame. 


My Proſpects on going abroad were 1 no means plea- 
* or encouraging; for after a violent conteſt, thirteen | 
Directors only were choſen, who thought favorably of my 
endeavors to ſerve the Company; ; the other eleven, howe- 
ver well they might wiſh to the Company, were not willing 


that . 


1 
3 


at the head of the Government as I found it. ” 
: have encouraged the Reſolution which the Gentlemen had 
- taken, not to execute the new Covenants, which prohibited 1 
the receipt of Preſents: and although I had executed the 
Covenants myſelf, I might have contrived to return to Ex- 
GLAND, With an immenſe. fortune, infamouſly added to the 
one before honourably obtained. Such an increaſe of wealth 
might have added to my weight in this Country, but it 
would not have added to my peace of mind; becauſe all 
men of honor and ſentiment would have juſtly condemned 


that their good purpoſes ſhould be accompliſhed by me. 


They firſt gave all poſſible obſtruction to my acceptance 
of the Government, and afterwards declined inveſting me 
with thoſe Powers, without which, 1] could not have acted, 


effectually, for the benefit of the Company. Upon my arri- 
val in Bencar, I found the Powers given were fo looſely 
and jeſuitically worded, that they were immediately conteſted 

by the Council. I was determined, however, to put the 
moſt, extenſive conſtruction upon them, becauſe * was deter- 
me to do m _ to my hi pc 


Tuns "Packs were bine One was ſtrewed with 
abundance of fair advantages. I might have put myſelf 


I might 


me. 


5 


"Bu INDING| my be thus en * W in i Anais | 


have given up the common wealth, and have left BENOAL 
without making an effort to ſave 


would have been deemed. the effect of F olly and Cowardice. I 


it. — Such a Conduct 


al 
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Tur third Path was intricate. Dangers and difficulties 
were on every fide. But I reſolved to purſue it. In ſhort, 


I was determined to do my duty to the Public, although 1 
ſhould incur the odium of the whole Settlement. The wel- 


fare of the Company required a vigorous - exertion, and * 


took the reſolution of OO the Os Stable, 


. was that Conduet which has * the public 
papers to teem with ſcurrility and abuſe againſt me, -ever 


ſince my return to EncLand. It was that Conduct which 
occaſioned theſe Charges. But it was that Conduct which 
enables me now, when the day of Judgment is come, to 
look my Judges in the Face. It was that Conduct which 


enables me now, to lay my hand upon my heart, and 


| moſt ſolemnly to declare to this Houſe, to the Gallery, and 


to the whole World at large, that I never, in a ſingle In- 
ſtance, loſt ſight of what I thought the Honor and true 
Intereſt of my Country and the Company ; that I was never 
guilty of any acts of violence or oppreſſion, unleſs the 
bringing offenders to Juſtice can be deemed ſo; that as to 
extortion, ſuch an Idea never entered into my mind; that 
1 did not ſuffer thoſe under me to commit acts of Hive, 
oppreſſion, or extortion ;, that my influence was never em- 
ployed for the advantage of any man, contrary to the ſtrict- 


eſt principles of Honor and Juſtice; and that ſo far 
from reaping any benefit myſelf from the expedition, I re- 
turned to Ex AND many thouſand pounds out of pocket. 
—A Fat of which his * will OY be convinced. 
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The Right Hon. Lord Cuivz. 


TE 


Tur Houſe will, I hope, permit me to lay before them, 
4 State of the Charges I have alluded to, as well as of 


FFF 


Tun firſt dull Intimation 1 had of them, was by che 


following Letter, from the OY”: Secretary. 


Mr Lon, | 


4 N E Court of Directors of 4 EAsr Inpra Cour a- 
NV, having lately received ſeveral Papers, containing 


«6 C reſpecting the Management of the Company's Af. 
« fairs in Bzncar, wherein your Lordſhip is made a Party, 


<« ] am commanded to ſend to you the encloſed Copies there. 
60 of, and at the ſame Time to acquaint your Lordſhip, that 


if you have any Obſervations to make thereon, the Court 
"2 of Directors will be glad to receiye them as nen, 


4 may be convenient to your Lond&kip.”. | 


5 am, with grear Reſped, | 
My Log v, 


Your Lozvsu1P' : 


Easr Iro Hovsr, | pee” Moſt obedient and 


ch Jan, 1772. „ oo.” 
% Moſt humble Servant, 


. MICHELL, stenrranr. 
Mr Reply, was to the Court of Directors as follows, 


| GunrL.ouzE, 


FFC 


To the Hon. the cart 


[ 8 I 


Srurtunn, 


ce 


Copies of ſeveral Papers, which he informs me were lately 


received by you, containing Charges reſpecting the „ - 
« ment of the Company's Affairs in BENOAL, wherein I am 

„ made a Party; and at the ſame time acquainting me, that 
« if I have any Obſervations to make thereon, you will be glad 
« to receive them as expeditiouſly as may be convenient to me. 


e Poo" Mv not been pleased to Mate me, from whom 
CY you Teteived | thoſe Papers; 3 to what End they were laid 
4 before you; What Reſolution you have come to con- 
« cerning them ; nor for what Purpoſe ay. expect my Obſer- 
"0: vations "on ug of Then. "Hh 
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Srvrikukv, 


Tour moſt obed*. Serv, © 


7 Direfzors. 
T0 0 * 1 * E. 


THE 


HI A VE cat a 15855 "RA your ny Wilka 


40 1 ſhall,” e obſeree: to you, ar upon the pub- J 
« ic Records of the Company, where the whole of my 
Conduct is ſtated, you may find a ſafficient Confutation of 
the Charges which you have tranſmitted to me: and I 
cannot but ſuppoſe, that if any Part of my Conduct had 

been injurious to the Service, contradictory to my En- 

« oagements with the Company, or even myſterious to you; 
four years and an half, ſince my arrival in ExcLAN D, 
* would not have elapſed, before your Duty would have 

Ws 1e Tu. to call me to Account.“ 1 
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Tur Charges 1 hall briefly ſeate in i following order, 


Eu sr, A Monopoly of Cottan: oor Trade: was not my pro- 
feflon.. My line has been military and political. I owe 
all I have in the world, to my having been at the F 
of an army: and as to Cotton, —1 | Know no more about it 
than, the Pope of Roux. 


" Tax e Charge: r me is a een, of W 
wy this alſo I- ſhall. get rid of in a few words: — There are 
only two channels by which a ſeryant of the Company, can, 


with propriety, remit his fortune. The one, by paying the 
money into the treaſury in Id p! "A and receiving bills upon 
the Company, payable in ENGLAND 3, the other 15 Diamonds. | 


By 1 acquiſition of the Doauxxk, and the e 
endeavors of the Select Committee, the Company's s treaſury 
was ſo rich, that we could not have been Juſtified in drawing 
bills upon the Company. It was neceſſ 7 ſhould, in ſome 
mode, remit the amount of my Jaghire. 4 For this purpoſe, 
and for this only, J ſent an agent into a diſtant and indepen- 
dent Country to make purchaſes of Diamonds. Thoſe Dia- 
monds were not ſent home clandeſtinely; It j cauſed them to be 
Eng, 5, 1, paid the duties upon them, and theſe remit- 
tances, upon the whole, turn out three per Cent. worſe than 
bills of exchange upon the Company: = — This is all 1 know 
of - a GETS of, Nan. 1 
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Tur third Charge is, ' Frauds in the Exchange and in 
the Gold Coinage. This is a ſubje& very much out of 
my ſphere.” I am totally unacquainted with the proportions 
of alloy, and the mixture of metals. All I can ſpeak to 
is the Hig. ; ol ant — we — the oat of a a 
Coinage. 


Every hide knows, that Silver is the - current Coin 
in Bzencar, and that Gold is merely a ſpecies of mer- 
chandize. The Select Committee, apprehenſive that the pro- 
digious annual drains of Silver to CHINA and other places, 
would ſoon occaſion a ſcarcity of that metal in BENOAL, 
conſidered of means to obviate the bad effect of thoſe ex- 


ports. We knew that there muſt be great quantities of 


Sold in the country, and we hoped to make it circulate in 
Coin. — Hence the eſtabliſhment of the Gold Currency. 
Whether it anſwered our purpoſe or not, I cannot ſay, as I 
did not remain in BENOAL long enough to experience the 
effect of it. But this I know, that the aſſay and mint maſter, 

'by whoſe judgment we were guided, was a very able and 
a very honeſt man; and has, I underſtand, given a full and 


: ſatisfactory explanation of his plan to the Court of Directors. 


With regard to myſelf, I ſhall only aſſert, that I did ? 
not receive a farthing advantage from it, and that JI never 
5 . ſent a fingle Rupee or Gold Mohur to be coined in * life. | 


Tun fourth Charge his * Arden title. — A Mo- 4 208 
4 nopoly of Salt, Betle Nut and Tobacco, and other commo- 


dities, which oecaſioned the late famine, — How a Monopoly . 
| of ; 


1s ] 
of Salt, Betle Nut, and Tobacco, in the years 1765 and 1766, 
could occaſion a want of Rain, and ſcarcity of Rice in the 
year 1770, is paſt my comprehenſion. I confeſs I cannot an- 
 ſwer that part of this article, And as to other Commodities, 
as they have not been ſpecified, I cannot ſay any thing to 
them. —But with regard to the Monopoly (as it is called) of 
Salt, Betle Nut, and Tobacco, I will endeavor to explain 
the whole of that matter: and the Houſe will permit me to 
dwell the longer upon it, as it is a point particularly in- 
| ſiſted on by my adverſaries, It is a part of my conduct 
that may be objected. to by thoſe who are unacquainted 
with the ſubject. I know it has been miſunderſtood and 
| miſrepreſented, even by fome of my friends. They have 
imputed it to an error of judgment. Now however ready 
I ſhall always be to acknowledge fuch an error, yet 1 hope 
to convince this Houſe, that no part of my conduct has 
been more unexceptionable, and that the plan, if it had been 
adopted by the Court of Directors, and ſtrictly adhered to 
by the Government in BEN oA, would have proved not only 
: advantageous | to - the Company, but alſo beneficial to the 
Country: but the Court of Directors, alarmed at the word 
Monopoly, ſeem never to have examined, and I am, ſure, 


never. JET OE Ol * n and effect 
"" ee e | 


Aline years ago an vixpenfivs ay was TR to Dun, 
1 to obtain certain grants and privileges from the Gu RAT 
| Moevr, in favor of the Easr INDIA Courany, and amongſt 
others was obtained the privilege of trading Duty free. The 
ſervants were indulged with this privilege,” under the ſanction | 


B 2 of 


tw) 


| 3 8 „ 8 has dove. e en to 
> tin and Imports. andy. It is impoſlible that the ſervants 
ſhould have a more extenſive right, than the Company itſelf 
eyer had. Y et they claimed a privilege of carrying on an 
; Inland. Trade, Duty free. — The abſurdity, of a privilege fo 
_ruinqus to the natives, and ſo prejudicial. to the revenues of 
the cauntry, is obvious. At the Revolution in 1757 no ſuch 


claim was ſet up, nor was any ſuch Trade carried on pub- 


Uckly, or to my knowledge, during my w eee Which 
cen in the beginning bel me Jar: RR 


1175 | 


bh firſt appearance of * claim was in * HAY 
\ SITTART' s time. — The Nabob Coss1M Alx Cawn ſtrongly 
objected to it: repreſenting to the Governor and Council, the 
fatal Conſequences to the Black Merchants and to the Re- 
venues of his Country. Mr. VaxsITTART was ſenſible of the 
1 juſtice of the Nabob's Complaints, and ſoon after entered into 
articles of agreement, that the Exdl18n ſhould carry on an In- 
land Trade in Salt, paying a Duty of nine per Cent. which in 

fact Was no remedy to the evil, becauſe the natives paid infinite- 
6 ly more, T he Council diſavowed this act of Mr. VansITTART, 

+ and inſiſted upon their right to all Inland Trade, Duty free. 
'— The Nabob, enraged, threw open the Trade throughout 
his country, and aboliſhed all Duties, in order that his own 


ſubjects might trade upon an equal footing with the ExcLisn. 


luis on the other hand diſobliged the Council, who inſiſted 


that the Nabob ſhould not ſuffer | even his on ſubjects to 
1 trade Duty free, but that the ExclisH alone ſhould enjoy 
that privilege. | Theſe ieee were not. clearly known 
"W-:*: oy 8 . t 
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approved of them in the ſtrongeſt terms; poſitively! forbid. 
ding their ſervants to carry on any Inland 'Frade whatſoever. 


1 
f act Weine 5 2 1 3 1 k ; + 255 : 14 1 4 - f 1. & 14 
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to the Court of Directors itil the year 1762; when they dif. 


It. was nevertheleſs continued, and with exemption - from 
Duties, except in the article of Salt: upon which a Duty of 


two and a half per Cent. only was agreed to be paid, by a 
treaty with the Nabob bin e n, mr even 
* ebe Arty CA π ] W u Mag | 


13 vir); 


ner ou the 2 of. Diredtots iow FRO ef opinion, 


thit the Inland Trade ought to be totally aboliſhed; they, as 
well as the Proprietors, thought the Company's ſervants might 
be indulged in it, under certain reſtrictions and regulations: 
In conſequence of this idea, the General Court, on the n 

of f May, 1764, came: 76 the following reſohution. 5 


« Ren That it | ts e ed to 9 — 7 9 5 of 


Directors, to fe- oonſider the orders ſent to BENOAL, rela- 
“ tive to the Trade of the Company's: ſervants, in the articles 
n Ku, Betle Nut and Tobacco; and that they do give ſuch 


directions for regulating the ſame, agreeably to the intereſt 
ef the Company and Subah, as to them may appear moſt 
< prudent: either by ſettling here at home the reſtrictions 


under which this Trade ought to be carried on, or by re- 
5 « \ferring it to tie Governor and Council of For WiLLian 
. ee e this important point, in ſuch a manner as may 


4 prevent all future a . s _ a 480 
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Tun Reſolution was fupported by the: Court of Dido, 
who in their general letter to the Governor and Council, 
dated 1ft of June, 1764, at the time I went out to > Invra, 
iſſued the abe Ora. i * 


Fan 54. Fon the 8 given in our o leer of the 8th of 
1 laſt, we were then induced to ſend poſitive orders 
to put a final and effectual end to the Inland Trade in 
Salt, Betle Nut, and Tobacco, and all other articles what- 


< ſoever, produced and conſumed in the country: to the re- 
% marks we made in that letter we muſt add one obſerva- 


tion, which 1s, it appears very extraordinary, that in a 

| Trade ſo extremely lucrative to individuals, the | intereſt 

- but the Company ſhould not have been at 4 attended to ; 
der conſidered.” 1. 


oY 0 © Tron FR were 1 it is s true, before we received | 
Wh the new treaty you entered into with Mzzr Jarries ALy 
* Cawn, upon his re-eſtabliſhment in the Subahſhip ; in which 

it is agreed, that the Exor isn ſhall carry on their Trade, 
5 * by means of their own Duſtick, free from all Duties, Taxes 
and Impoſitions, in all parts of the country, excepting the 
article of Salt; on which a Duty of two and a half per 
Cent. is to be levied on the Rowanno or Houghly Market 
Price; wherein it is further agreed, that the late Perwan- 
* nahs iſſued by Cos Ary Cawn, granting to all mer- 
« chants the exemption of all Duties, for the ſpace of two 


years, ſhall be reverſed mane; called in, and the Wares col- 
* lected as a . 


56. « Tunes N 


1 6 13 


565. Tu sss are terms which appear to be ſo very injurious 
to the Nabob and to the Natives, that they cannot, in 
( the very nature of them, tend to any thing but the pro- 
« ducing general heart-burnings and diſfatisfaction; and con- 
« ſequently there can be little reaſon to expect, the tranqui- 
e lity of the country can be permanent: the orders therefore, 
in our ſaid letter of the 8th of February, are to re- 
On 
can be formed and adopted, which, as it is impoſſible for 
us to frame here, deſtitute as we are of the information 
* and lights neceſſary to guide us in e much an im 
4 cc n afar — | 4 


5 57. « You are e un n and directed, as 
ſoon after the receipt of this as may be convenient, to conſult 0 
« the Nabob as to the manner of carrying on the Inland 
Trade in Salt, Betle Nut and Tobacco, and the other 


9 


articles produced and conſumed in the country, which may 
be moſt to his ſatisfaction and advantage, the intereſt of 


N ON | and nigga ow the er ug . god aha 
38. 8 „Tov are „ to form a proper ins equitable f 
= lan, for carrying on the ſaid Trade, and tranſmit the ſame 


to us, accompanied by ſuch explanations, obſervations, and 
_ « remarks, as may enable us to give our ſentiments | and 


0 directions en in a full _e ron manner. 


8 a a par ticular regard to - the intereſt and entire fatisfadtion of + 
wel e : 5 0 the 


main in force, until a more equitable and ſatisfactory Plan 


60 the Nabob, both with Ag to his revenues, and the 
proper ſupport of his government: in_ ſhort, this Plan muſt. 
Mo be. ſettled with. his free will and conſent, . and in ſuch a 


. aner nat to e any juſt en for eee, 


5 5 = I the n next ct place, the utmoſt o care an 800. ſt 
4: beſtowed. i in forming the ſaid Plan, that in ſome proper 

th mode or _ a "_ and n conſid, ation. be ſecured for. 
«the, en. e Win d n "ON n et Ty 


; "ha _ CE < fra any inconveniencies all be apprehended. to, 1 

* to the Company' $ inveſtments, upon carrying on ſuch an 
Inland Trade; you are to give us your full be there- 
4 . and in what manner TOR. AE. be obviated... | | 


2 


eng « « You ar are to o give your eee unbiaſſed Ns J 
3 alſo, whether. the. carrying on this Inland Trade may affect 
29477 the Juſt rights and privileges. of. the FRENCH, Duren, or. 
any other Exo Aus; and. thereby tend to draw on any 

nm national altercations and embroils, which are by all means 
to ba, avoided: in forming the ſaid Plan, therefore, you. 
are to be particularly careful to prevent theſe. or. Wy other 
ad, evils of. the like. Winch 


gt eee Ae 0 * | FIG . 
that. the Select. Committee. in Buy6AL, ., when. they. framed - 

a Plan for carrying on the Trade in Salt, Betle Nut and 

Tobacco, acted in diſobedience to the orders of the Com- 4 
-pany.: And to ſupport this aſſertion, partial extracts have 
deen produced of. ſome. of the Company? 8 nee were 
as 


3% 
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in fact written in anſw-er to thoſe proceedings of former ad- 
miniſtrations in 1 of which I have already given e 180 
5 1 i M 2:1 | | 


| Warn the Select Comtnitine affembled in PP arg ak 


were determined upon a thorough reformation, They were 
determined at all events to do their ___ ” 1 ator 


Ir is 8 the Houſe ſhould 1 that than. are but 


two ways by which Gentlemen can acquire fortunes in BEN- 
oa by the Inland Trade and by Preſents, The export 
and import Trade had been for ſome years dwindling away, 
and was not worth the attention of the ſervants. It was 
carried on chiefly by free merchants and free mariners: and 
they could ſcarcely live by it. The Inland Trade was, el © 
have ſhewn, permitted to be carried on upon ſome equitable | 
Plan, for the benefit of the Company, who had hitherto 
; received no advantage from it; and likewiſe for the benefit 


of the Company's ſervants, who hitherto had Frallowed up 
the WIRE. 


Wien regard to the receipt of Pikſetits ; ,” WE mods of rai- 


ſing a fortune was intended to be prevented by the new Co- 
venants. But we muſt conſider a little the nature of the 
funds for Preſents. Every revolution in BixGar, was at- 
tended with ſome diminution of the Nabob's authority, and 
with ſome advantages to the Company. Coss iii Ary Caww, 


upon the depoſition of Marx JAFFIER, was obliged to make 


over to the Company, territorial poſſeſſions to the amount 
of between ſix and ſeven hundred thouſand pounds per annnm. 
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Mzzz Jarrizx, when he was reinſtated in the Subakſhip, 


added above. ſixty thouſand pounds a month more; for the 
ſupport of our army during the war: ſo that the Company 


became poſſeſſed of one half of the Nabob's revenues. The 
Nabob was allowed to collect the other half for himſelf. 
But in fact, he was no more than a Banker for the Com- 
pany's ſervants; who could draw upon him : as often, and to | 
2 what amount . e 8 


en new ae 1 which prohibited the receipt 


as Preſents, were intended to prevent this mode of raiſing | 


Fortunes; but the Select Committee went much deeper: they 


ſtruck at the root of the evil, by procuring the whole for 
the Company; 7 which anne e Wee Servants. of this : 


reſou rce. 


Ix was not expedient however, t to draw the reins too tight. 5 
It was not. expedient, that the Company's ſervants 1 | 
| paſs from affluence. to beggary. It was neceſſary, that ſome 
emoluments ſhould accrue to the ſervants in general, and 
more eſpecially to thoſe in ſuperior ſtation, who were to 
aſſiſt in carrying on the meaſures of Government. The 


ſalary of a Counſellor, is I think, ſcarcely three hundred 


Pounds per annum: and it is well known that he cannot live 
in that Country for leſs than three thouſand pounds. The ſame 
proportion holds among the other ſervants. It was requiſite 
therefore, that an Eſtabliſhment ſhould take place: and the 


Select Committee after the moſt mature deliberation, judged, 


that the Trade in Salt, Betle· nut and Tobacco, under proper 
ans, ag owl anſwer the Purpoſe. The great 
object 


e 


object of our conſideration was, whether this Trade could be 


regulated for the advantage of the Company, and alſo for 
the Company's ſervants; without oppreſſing the Natives. 


We thought it could. The Houſe will obſerve, that I make 


no mention of the Nabob; becauſe the Company to whom 
the Revenues now belonged, ſtood in his ſhoes; a circum- 
ſtance which ſeems never to have been ee adverted 
to by che DiveQtors, even to this day. | 


Hay we only. formed our Plan and deferred the execution | 


of it, till the pleaſure of the Court of Directors ſhould be 


known, all the Gentlemen in their ſervice, | muſt in the mean 
time have been totally unprovided for. But che declared 


intention of the Company was, that the Trade in Salt, Betle- 
nut and Tobacco, ſhould be regulated; not only for their 


own advantage, but for the advantage of their ſervants. A 


Plan was accordingly framed. I was up che Country at the 
time, employed in ſettling the treaty of Peace with Sv JA UL 
1 DowLa, and obtaining from the Moeur, the grant of the 
7 DvuanNnzs, The Plan was framed principally by Mr. SUMNER : 1 


who took the medium price of Salt, throughout the Country, ; 


for above twenty years paſt; and fixed the price at, from 
twelve to fifteen per Cent, below that medium. Hence it 
Was not probable, that any grievance ſhould. fall upon. the. 
Poor: and the Plan was ſettled for one year only, that we. 
might have an early opportunity of completing afterwards, 
what was originally intended as an experiment. A duty how- | 
ever, of thirty five per Cent, upon Salt was eſtabliſhed for the 
Company, which amounted to about one hundred and twenty 
thouſand Pounds per Amum : and all the Hampe s ſervants. 
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[ 20 ] 
except writers, and alſo all the field officers of the army, 
had ſhares, according to their reſpective ranks. But I ſoon 
found there were ſome defects in this plan. It was really 
a: Monopoly, The Trade was taken out of the hands of 
ſome of the merchants, The proportion to the Company's 
ſervants was too large; the Duty to the Company was too 
mall; the Agents appointed to fell the Salt had made an 
improper uſe of their power; they had not ſtrictly kept up 
to their contract, which was, that they ſhould receive five per 
Cent. upon the ſale of Salt, as a recompence for their trou- 
ble, and that they ſhould not enter into any trade for them- 
_ {elves under a very ſevere . 


992 — 


0 


| 
1 
x 
I 
k 
1 
1 
| | 
? 
| 


r 


— er 


n 


n 
* 2 = OE AS 


5 Nr 
02) En een 
ed &. e 


9 


N q 
e 


* ny 


war 2 a _ Has 
ere A KEE ͤ ͤ ⁰² Go —0—e „ 


nr 


be HS ha I 


eG SR 2 ens 


a 

. 

* % N 
SOUS N 8888 


8 . ihetbfore | ode a Plan for the next year, which 
| TIT think deftroyed every idea of Monopoly. The Society, 
1 inſtead of employing agents up the country to diſpoſe of the 
Salt, were to ſell it at Cal curra, and at the places where 5 
it was made; to the Black Merchants only: who were each 
limited to a certain quantity of purchaſe, and tied down to 
a2 price for fale at every Market Town. The Duty to the 
3 Company was now eſtabliſhed at fifty per Cent. which would 
produce one hundred and ſixty thouſand pounds per Annum "8 
the Black Merchants were to have the liberty of tranſporting 
the Salt all over the country, free from every taxation or 
obſtruction; and the ſtricteſt orders were iſſued, that no En- 


gliſhmen or their agents, ſhould Ay or r indirectly have 
any further concern in it. 
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b irn regard to the price, 1 muſt inform * Houſe, that 
| in Brava Salt ſtands the maker in about two mhillings and 


ſix- pence 
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ſix-pence per Maund, by the time it reaches Cal cur rA. A 
Maund is eighty pounds. The Duty to the Company, and 
the advantages to the ſervants, were ftated at about two 
ſhillings and ſix-pence more, which makes upon the whole 
one hundred per Cent. Salt in Exel Aub, I am told, ſtands 


the maker in about eight - pence per Buſhel, or fifty-fix pounds: 
and the Duty is three ſhillings and four-pence per Buſhel, 


which is five hundred per Cent. 1 have inquired into the 
Salt Trade in ExIANVD. I think we ſettled it upon rather 
a better footing in Iv DIA: for the quantity to be bought 


by any one dealer was fixed; and the price at which it was 


do be ſold in every town throughout the kingdom, — 


to the diſtance Kh, Go Salt n was * * 


1x. Lower Salt is ; fold. at five thillings. a Buſhel : Which 


is ſomewhat leſs than a penny a pound. In InDia Salt is fold 
| by the Maund, which is, as I have ſaid, eighty pounds: and 
. comes to a Rupee, or two ſhillings and ſix- pence a Maund, - 
all expences paid excluſive of the Duty, The Duty as I 
informed the Houſe, is two wille and ſix-pence more. 


No- * . ſuppoſe that Salt, in Brno al, ſold under 


the ſecond year's plan, at the very price fixt by the firſt 
year's Plan: then it would ſtand the conſumer in about three 
farthings a pound at CALcuTTA; a penny a pound. at diſtant : 


places; and five farthings a pound at Parva, which is one 


of the moſt diſtant parts, being abaut twelve hundred miles 1 
by water from CALCUTTA. 
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Tan whole quantity of Salt contracted py by PF ii "So | 
ciety, was twenty-four lacks of Maunds: which multiplied 


by eighty for the number of pounds in a Maund, make one 


hundred and ninety-two millions of pounds. The number 


of inhabitants I ſhall take upon the honourable Member's * 
computation, that is to ſay, fifteen millions. I ftrike off five 


millions for infants and accidents. Then divide the one hun- f 
dred and ninety-two millions of pounds by the other ten 


millions of inhabitants, and we ſhall find the quantity of Salt 


conſumed in one year, by the rich and by the poor, will 
be under twenty pounds each. To give the argument its 
utmoſt ſcope, I allow twenty pounds to the poor as well as 
to the rich man; although it is certain he does not con- 
ſume half the quantity. This twenty pounds will coſt the 
individual at CatcurTa rather leſs than fifteen-pence; in the 


center of the Provinces twenty-pence; and at PaTwa,” the 
: greateſt diſtance, rather leſs than two ſhillings and ſix-pence; 


This is the utmoſt of every * man's e in a FOE" for . 


19 Tu loweſt wages in nber are two Ribs a öh, 
which is twenty-four Rupees, or three pounds per Annum. 


The poor can ſcarcely be ſaid to be at any other expence 
than for cating. They drink nothing but water; they wear 


no cloaths ; their houſes are built with mud or clay, thatched 


| with ſtraw. Now I leave the Houſe to judge, whether the 
expence of from fifteen-pence to two ſhillings and fix-pence 


2 Year for —-_m pounds of Salt, even to theſe the very 
f Pooreſt 


* Mr. SurtvAN. 
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pooreſt of the inhabitants can be a grievance. The eyes of 
the world have been blinded by publications. The matter of 
fact is this: the grievance fell upon a number of Black 
Merchants, who uſed to live by that Trade: for the Com- 


pany's ſervants not only monopolized the Salt; but by vir- 


tue of their influence and power bought it at what price 


þ "uy pleaſed, and fold it at what Price they pleaſed. | 


* 0 Wehe my enemies to the vtmoſt ; 1 will allow for 
a moment, although it is not fo, that in the intermediate 


time, between the farming of the Salt Trade by a Muſſulman 
(for it was always a Monopoly in the hands of Coja Wazzzp 6 


or ſome perſon or perſons who paid large ſums of money to 


the Nabob or his miniſters for the excluſive privilege) and 
the regulations eſtabliſhed by the Select Committee, Salt was 
| fold ſomewhat cheaper. What does that infer ? It infers only ; 

this, that the Company's ſervants, by virtue of their power 

and authority, exonerated the Salt of all theſe Duties and 
Exactions, which it was formerly ſubject to, amounting per- 
haps to two hundred per Cent. and then made a merit of 

ſelling it cheaper to the inhabitants: as if a ſet of men in 


this country, by their power and influence were to decline 


paying the duty of five hundred per Cent. to Government, 5 
and then boaſt of ſelling it at a lower price than had been 
uſual. In fact, when the Salt was what has been called 
an open Trade, it was then the moſt monopolized: becauſe 
the Company's ſervants. traded in it to what extent and ad- 
vantage they thought proper; as indeed. they did in every 8 


other article of Inland Trade. . 


wy 


1 thort, the Select Eos eſtabliſhed al 3 upon : 

| experience and a thorough knowledge of the Company's in- 
tereſt : and the conduct of the Court of Directors in aboliſh- 
ing it was founded upon obſtinacy and i ignorance, ag 


* 


— — : = 
- » B:. bs 2 * N — — 0 — = 
£ N — * I + - To 2295 — 7 LOS * 
, tk md * 8 Nee Guy - 1s. . * — * . * — — 
* * „3 
2 * — ee — Serre — „nnn — i na 4 
y ug , 5 « — 2 
r e ter? 25252 — ). 
: 


A ſhort hiſtory of the condu of theſe Gendemen, will 
ſet the matter in its proper light. 


1 have aid before, that. the 3 1 of the 
Trade in Salt, Betle-nut,. and Tobacco, carried on by the 
ſervants, from the firſt moment that they became acquainted 
with it. They poſitively and repeatedly ordered, that theß 
by ſhould have no concern in it, directly or indirectly they 
declared that it was an infringment of the rights of the 
natives; 3 that they. had conſulted the Sages in the law, and 
that the ſervants were liable to proſecution for perſevering in 
that illicit Trade. After this, they agreed that the Select 
Committee ſhould regulate this Trade, in. ſuch a manner as 
might be advantageous to the Company and their ſervants, : 
without injury to the Nabob. The Committee did regulate 


it: a very large profit was eſtabliſhed for the Company: 
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8 | the ſervants alſo, were amply provided for: and no oppreſ- 
l ! fion (under the Committee's regulation) could poſſibly fall 
7 upon the people of the country. The Court of Directors 
1 diſapproved of our Plan, and did not ſubſtitute any other in 


the room of it: neither did they eſtabliſn any Duties. They 
iſſued orders, that their ſervants who acted as Sovereigns, 
ſhould totally relinquiſh this Trade themſelves, and endeavour 
to prevent its being monopolized by any rich overgrown 

"ws merchant 
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merchant of the country; they meant that it ſhould be laid 
open to the natives and them only, not . ſeeing that their 
orders could not extend to the ſervants of foreign Compa- 
nies, who would of courſe gain conſiderably n that OR 
of which che Exorisn were to bei mn 


9 November * Sat not e the Gr of - Direc: 
tors came to a Determination of allowing their ſervants in 
lieu of this Trade, two and a half per Cent, upon the Re- 
venues; they then alſo, for the firſt Time, thought of eſta- 
bliſhing a Duty upon Salt; they propoſed fixing it ſo, as 
that it ſhould produce to the Company thirty- one thouſand 
pounds per Annum. At this time I was in ExOL AvD. I heard 
accidentally what was in agitation. I expoſtulated with the 
Court of Directors by letter; I repreſented to them that they 
were doing the moſt manifeſt injury to the Company; that 
if thoſe advantages which the Select Committee had propoſed 
for the ſervants were diſapproved of, they ought to be en- 
joyed by the Company; : that thoſe advantages and the Duties 5 
together would amount to three hundred thouſand pounds 


per Annum, which 1 thought no inconſiderable object. I f- 


ther repreſented to them, that although they ſhould give the 
ſervants two and a half per Cent. on the Revenues, in lieu 
of the Salt Trade, the Gentlemen might ſtill trade in that 
(article, under the names of their Banyans or Black Agents, 
to what extent they. pleaſed, To theſe. repreſentations they 
paid no other attention than that of altering the propoſed 
Duty from thirty-one thouſand pounds to one hundred and 
twenty thouſand pounds per Annum. What was the conſe. 
+ Quence : 15 The ſervants received che two and a half per Cent, 

5 on 
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on the Revenues; they traded in Salt as much as ever, but 
withour pajing che Duty; and I am well informed chat che 
Company from the time of the abolition of the Committee's 
Plan to this hour, have not received a ſhilling Duty. Fi- 
nally, the Court of Directors ſuffered this Branch of Trade 
to revert to the very channel from whence had flowed all 
thoſe abuſes and all thoſe misfortunes which they had fo 
loudly complained of. This Trade, contrary to their own 
ideas of equity to the natives, and contrary to the advice 
of the Sages of the law, is now laid open to the ENoLIsE, 
and to every EvRoPEAN, as well as native inhabitant of Brx- 
"GAL, BaRAR and Or1s84, The conſequences of this we are 
All to learn. As the caſe ſtands at preſent, the Court of 
Directors have, in all this time (five years) given up no leſs 
than one million five hundred thouſand pounds, which the 
Company ought to have received, if the emoluments taken 
from the ſervants had been added to the Duty propoſed by 
the Select Committee. And in this ſum is not included the 
two and a half per Cent. commiſſion granted out of the reve- 
nues. Having thus ftated every thing material, relative to 
this e 1 ſubmit to the cotileration of the Houſe, 
whether the Plan adopted by the Committee, was for the 
benefit of the Company or not. The Houſe will obſerve, that 
| TT have ſpoken of the Salt Trade only, I omit mentioning the 


Betle Nut and Tobacco Trade; becauſe the former is not an 


advantageous article, in compariſon with the Salt Trade: and 
the latter, although a part of the Flan of the + Commiitior, : 
was 1 relinquiſhed. 55 . we 


Tip. 


bets 
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— — JS — 5 Council are FREY of — entered 
into a Combination, by Bond, to ſupport the Society in ſpite 
of any orders from home. Mr. BouTs in his bodk, has gi- 


ven a copy of the Bond, The ſubſtance. of the Bend was 
ſtated in the public proceedings of the Board fent to EncLanD 


for the information of the Directors, and we applied to them 


for permiſſion to renew the Bond annually, if the Plan of 
the Salt Trade met with their approbation. In that Bond 
the Committee of Trade made themſelves reſponſible for the 

Duties. The Contracts for the making of Salt ran for a 
year. The Society therefore could not be aboliſhed before 
the end of the year, which was the firſt of September; and 
nothing more ſeems neceſſary to prove we had no idea of 
conteſting any orders from home, but that on the contrary 
we reſolved to obey, than to read to the Houſe the follows 


ing reſolution of the nan Committee. 


« 6 That the Society of Trade. halt be abo- 


8 « liſhed, and the Inland Trade totally relinquiſhed on the firſt 
Day of September next, but that we fully expreſs our 
0 « ſentiments in our next advices to the Company, reſpecting 
* the advantages which would refult to the ſervice and to 
the country, from the - continuance. of this Trade under N 
« * e e reſtrictions. 


Th HIS Reſolution alſo confutes a Fee ene dane 


myſelf ; for the Gentleman who laid the Charges before the Ip 
dun of Directors has roundly aſſerted, that although the 


. en 


P 


Company diſapproved of the Plan of the Society, no order 
was gend e wy” e ne for Wel it. 


1 MUST in this place beg leave to inform the Houſe, that 
1, as Governor, had a proportion of advantage in this Trade. 
What that proportion was, and in what manner I diſpoſed 
of it, ſhall be Ry _ . ſented" before 1 ie 
down. | 


I $HALL now 7 proceed to the next ch againſt me, which | 
is Peculation of Revenues. And here I muſt have recourſe | 
to a Minute of mine, which ſtands recorded in the Inpia 
Hos, becauſe I think it will explain this matter much 
more fully than I can do by word of mouth, and the Houſe 
will fee in that Minute, the ground work of part of the 


Bill propoſed to be ws. ad in for the 8 of the = 
e Affairs abroad. ns 


"Lord Clive" 225 Minute. 


80 F nn as 6; Select l POE WY with [50 
* traordinary powers by the Court of Directors, has been 
_ © conſtantly engaged in reforming the abuſes which had crept 
* into the ſeveral departments of this Government, The 
e important work has been ſteadily proſecuted, with zeal, 
diligence, and dſintereſtedneſs on our parts; and the ſuc- 
4 ceſs of our labor gives us reaſon to hope, that our Em- 

“ ployers will be of opinion we have eſtabliſhed many uſeful 
L and neceſſary regulations, May alen however are ſtill 
e „„ wanting 
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Wh der his Government honorable to himſelf and adv antageous 
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wanting, to complete our Plan: but I doubt not that the 


ſame prineiples which have hitherto guided our conduct, 
will continue to direct and nn the meaſures we ave | 
genes to p e | 


6:0 70 place the Profident | in uch a Gtuations as with ren 
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* employ every moment of his time, and I am confident 7 
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to the Company, appears to me an object, of as much 


conſequence as any that has been taken into our conſider- 
ation. Where ſuch immenſe Revenues are concerned, where 
power and authority are ſo enlarged, and where the eye 


of juſtice and equity ſhould be ever watchful, a Governor 


ought to be free from every occupation, in which his judg- 


© ment can poſſibly be biaſſed by his intereſt. The extenſive 


commercial affairs, the ſtudy of the finances, the politics 


of the country, the epiſtolary correſpondence, the proceed- 


„ 


ings of Council and Committee; theſe are ſufficient to 


they cannot be conducted with the requiſite attention to 
the Company's intereſt, if the mind of the Governor be 


diverted by complicated mercantile affairs of his own. 


> 60 lr we took: back on thoſe * dons e 


(e 


cc 


0 


"4 


have frequently brought the Company's poſſeſſions in Bxx- 
A almoſt to the point of deſtruction, we ſhall find that 


"of 


they have generally proceeded from the conduct of Go- 
vernors ; who, too eager in the purſuit of private intereſt, 
have involved themſelves in affairs, which could not be 


(6 


, reconciled to the ſtrict rene of 1 integrity. To prevent 


« ſcrutinies | 


[ 3 J 
&- ſcrutinies and diſcoveries, which might in any degtee 
< their honor, they have frequently been reduced to - the 


aſfecr 


* neceſſity of conniving at abuſes, which would otherwiſe 


* have been brought to light and remedied. The welfare of 
this great Company ſhould be the ſole ſtudy of a Gover- 
nor: attached to that point alone, his meaſures could never 
* be thwarted by the malice of oppoſition, becauſe they 
_ * would all be propoſed for the public good; and actions 


< will always be juſtified. or ee from the wwe god 


e ee e e 


„Sven a ſtate of independeney and Way muſt bs highly 


G « cligible to a Governor: and in my opinion it can only be ac- 


4 quired by cutting off all poſſibility of his benefiting himſelf 
either by Trade, or by that Influence which his power 


- ha neceſſarily gives him 1 in cheſe opulent . 


n propoſe, that the Gavernoe. ſhall ; in ihe moſt: 
6 public manner, in the preſence of all the Company Lite 
< yants, the Mayor and. Aldermen, and Free Merchants, af- 
_ « ſembled at the Mayor's Court, take the Oath. and execute 9995 


6 the Fee Bond annexed. 


25 Tur 33 I hang propoſed i is, one and 3 i 
« per Cent. upon the Revenues ; excepting thoſe ariſing from. 


the Company's own lands at CAECUTTA,. BURDWAN,, ** 
* NAPORE and CHITTAGOXG: 


5 . « l by theſe means a Fc Ox DES all not be able ” 
= to. + amals a fortune of a million, or half a million, in the 
| ſpace 
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1. ſpace of two or three years, yet he: will acquire a very 


<+ handiome independency, and be in that very ſituation w,, 


“ man of nice honor and true zeal for the ſervice would 
<« wiſh to poſſeſs. Thus fituated he may defy all oppolition 


- ia 
** 


; employers z 3 he may defy the law, becauſe there' can be 


cenfurable in his conduct. In thort, if ſtability can be 


been acquired in abundance, in a fmall ſpace of time, by 


8 8 a & 8 8 8 


“cities; it muſt be effected by a Governor thus reſtricted, 


< and 1 ſhall think it an honor if my W de EO? 
o ſet the firſt * tank 


= uh ws Bond n * an which T 1 was 
inſerted a penalty of one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds: 
fifty thouſand of which was to go to the Informer, and one 
hundred thouſand to the Cx if the Governor ſhould 


be convicted, of having benefited himſelf, directly or indi- 


rectly beyond that commiſſion. In addition to this was an 
Oath to the ſame purport, and of as ſolemn a nature as could 
be deviſed. There were a few neceſſary exceptions in the 


Bond and in the Oath. The common Intereſt for money was 
permitted to be received, till Remittances could be obtained. 
The purchaſe of Diamonds for remittance to ENGLAND was 
; allowed, and ſuch Preſents as ban. is be receiyed under the 


new _ 


rr Ed | tons 4: 
c » 2 A * wm 8 ty 2 PT nd FEE 9" 


in Council: he will have nothing to aſk, nothing to 
propoſe, but what he means for the advantage of his 


no foundation for a bill of diſcovery; and he may defy 
the obloquy of the world, becauſe there can be nothing 


inſured to ſuch a Government as this, where riches have 


all Ways, and means, and by men with or without capa- 


—_— 
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E 
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— 
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new Covenants were alſo allowed. But of this laſt exception 
1 did not avail myjſeif 5 for after I had executed the Bond, by 


5 every the moſt trifling Preſent, even to the value of . 
TR Aeg Wo. the np _-_ n 2 


BY Siren enge of Allegation apa me, is F * 


F a > Dad I wrote to the Court of Directors, before I went 


abroad; in which I had expreſſed my diſapprobation of the 


| Commiſſion of two and A half Pp er Cen 4. c that ; had been, grant- 228 
ed to Governor V ans1TTART, on the Company's territorial Poſ- 


ſeſſions, notwithſtanding which, I had received a Commiſſion of 


one and one eighth myſelf. The caſe was this. — The. Court 
of Directors did not think proper to reſtrain Mr. VANS IT- 
TART in any reſpect, or degree. He executed no Penalty. Bond. 
He took no reſtrictive Oath. He had unlimited liberty to 
receive Preſents ; to trade to any amount; and he had this 
Commiſſion of two and a half per Cent. on the Company's 
territorial Poſſeſſions into the bargain : 
| liberty to make what Fortune he pleaſed. Now the Commiſſion 
of one and one eighth per Cent, which I received, was an Eſta- 
bliſnment propoſed not only for myſelf, but for all future 
Governors in lieu of every thing: 
up every emolument whatſoever that might be made in that 
ſtation. The Court of Directors ſo far from diſapproving 


in conſequence of giving 


of this Commiſſion, | continued it to my ſueceſſor. 5 


Axorhzx Charge i is, that I tool to myſelf theſe advantages | 


s from the Salt T rade, and the one and one eighth 


Commiſſon, although I had declared in the Letter which . 


have jult alluded to, that : 3 had no intereſted motives in ac- 


cepting ; 


in ſhort, he was at 


at 


5 7 & a "=. 4 A* Pe, 
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cepting the Government. With what Juſtice this can be al- 


ledged 1 me, che Houſe may en g. = 


3 carried out thite Gentlemen with me. Theſe lent | 
I certainly meant to ſerve, but I meant to ſerve them in 
a way that ſhould be honourable for themſelves, and ho- | 
nourable for me; and that ſhould at the ſame time be con- 
| ſiſtent with the intereſt of the Company. One was Mr. 
MasKzLYNz, a relation of mine. A friendſhip commenced 


between us in our early years. We began life together, We 


were both of us writers in the Company” s ſervice in the year 
1745; we were both. made priſoners in Mapgass when it 
was taken by Monſieur La BouxDENAI; we made our eſcape 
together; we then entered into the military ſervice together 
as enſigns; we ſerved together at the ſiege of Pondicurary T; 
we went into the field together; but our fates were very 
x different; he was a ſecond time taken priſoner; this miſ- 
fortune put a ſtop to all his proſpects, whilſt I went on in 
a career of ſucceſs. He continued in the civil and military 
ſervice till he was of the rank of Council, and after fifteen 


years ſervice in India, was obliged by ill health to return to 


his native country, not worth "three. thouſand pounds in. the 


world. 755 thought him intitled to ſome ſhare of my affluence, 


but what I did for him was not ſufficient to make his cir- 


cumſtances perfectly independent: for theſe reaſons I took 


him with me on my laſt expedition. Another Gentleman was 
my ſecretary, now a Member of this Houſe. He was recom- 


mended to me by one. of the greateſt men in this kingdom, 


now no more, Mr. GR EN VILLE. Many and great are the 
obligations I have been under to him, but the greateſt of al! 
. eee 
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che obligations was, his having recommended to me this Gen- 
tleman : without his abilities and indefatigable induſtry, 1 
could never have gone through my great and arduous under- | 
taking, and in ſerving me he ſerved the Company. The 
third Gentleman was Mr. Incnan, a Surgeon, who quit- 


ted a profeſſion of ſome bundteds a year, to accompany r me 
to d BrNOAT. 


1 ſtood in a Suro point of view; my Ktnätzon 8 

nice and critical ; the eyes of the whole ſettlement were upon 
me. It was difficult for me to take any ſteps with regard 
x0 thoſe Gentlemen without being condemned. They had 
executed no Covenants; I might have ſuffered them to re- 
N ceive Preſents to any amount: the world would then have 0, 1 
ſſaJid, that J carried them out with me in order to evade my — © 
own Covenants, and to receive Preſents for me, as well as 
for themſelves. I might have granted them the privilege of 
Trade; the advantages of which -under my favor and credit, 

1 might have been to any amount. The objection to this alſo 
was obvious: it would have been ſaid that my own intereſt 
Wo.̃as at the bottom; that they traded under my influence; and 
| | *hat the extent of their concerns interfered with perſons who 
hac a better right. It was therefore determined that they 
mould not benefit themſelves a farthng, but 55 what rod . 
thould receive from my hands. ERR" e eee 


Mr ſhare, As Goutmar,. in wh Salt 3 1 allo the 


5 manner in which it was diſpoſed of, were publickly known 
both here and abroad before my return to EncLanp ; and 


* cat matter has af late been a conliderad as ſomething clan- 
i "_ 


46 ter; 
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deſtine. But I think I can prove to the ſatisfaction of this 
_ Houſe that it was known to Ty body. 


Ix the beginning of the year 1767, a General court was 


called, for the purpoſe of rewarding my ſervices. A conti- 5 


In oppo- | 
ſition to this ſome people urged, that I was benefiting my- 


A friend of mine, an. honorable member 


nuation of ten years of the Jaghire was propoſed. 


ſelf largely abroad. 
of this Houſe, hereupon read to the Court an extract of a 


letter he had received from me upon that ſubject. Before 
the queſtion was ballotted for, he printed this letter in hand- 
bills, and alſo publiſhed it repeatedly in all the News Papers, 
1 have one of them, which was printed at that time, now 


in * N and with Permiſſion will read it. 


= „ Tar "Rig Lordſhip has been dad" to his hunt a- 
broad is moſt untrue: his friends defy the bittereſt of his 


enemies to ſupport the charge. A ſolemn aſſeveration in 
mM that Tefpect from Lord CI IvE himſelf, was read in Court, 


„ by the friend to whom Lord Ciive had addreſſed his let- 


: « affertions which are falſe; 
« . . againſt | his nm 


"Extraf? of a Letter from Lord "FH dated Calcutta, 0 
EE September, 1765. 


” „ THAT you may aſſert with adit the juſtice of my 
* « cauſe, 1 do declare, by the God who made me, it is my 
* abſolute determination to a pt, preſent” of 8 | 


and it is now ſubmitted to print, in order to diſcredit 
or elſe to remain in public teſ- 


and“ | 


3 


« and that I will not return to ExolANDU with one Rupee 
«© more than what ariſes from my Jaghire. My profits ari- 
* ſing from Salt ſhall be divided among thoſe friends who 
« have endangered their lives and conſtitutions in attending 

« me. The congratulatory Nuzirs, &c. ſhall be ſet oppoſite 
to my extraordinary expences; and if ought. remains, it 
"0 „ ſhall go to PorLan or ſome other nar - 


| Is Mr. Bound 8 bock is a copy of a Bond, by 1 it 
Mend that I fold my concern in Salt, for thirty-two thou- 
ſand pounds. I do acknowledge there is ſuch a Bond, but 
the ſum actually received by me, on that account, amounted 
only to about ten thouſand eight hundred pounds. The fact 
was this: I could not think of ſuffering the three before- 
mentioned Gentlemen, Who accompanied me to IxpIA, to 
return to EncLanD without realizing ſomething on their ac- 
count; I ſaid ſo to my friends in BEN GAT. The Salt Con- 
cern was of a very extenſive tedious nature, and the accouuts 
might not be made up in ſome years. Could * in honor, 


leave thoſe Gentlemen in a ſituation which made it doubtful . 
when they ſhould receive any thing, and to what amount? 


I told them I would not: I told them I would get. rid of 
this Salt Concern at once, that they might be ſecure of the | 
money amongſt them. I therefore diſpoſed of my whole 
Concern in Salt, even my ſhare for the ſecond year, which 
was juſt commenced, for the ſum mentioned in the Bond. 


= But when the mode of a Commiſſion of one and one eighth 
peer Cent. on the Revenues, was ſettled for the Governor, in 


lieu of every other emolument; I then relinquiſhed my ſhare | 
in Salt for that year (che ſecond year) in which I was to 


receive 


57 J 


receive the Commiſſion, and paid back about r thou- | 


ſand * of the thirty-two thouſand, 


| Ir now remains, Sir, for me. to ſhew, that my own intereſt 


was not the motive of my going to India. 


I have here an Lunt of every fix-pence I received or 
diſburſed, from the day of my leaving ENGLAND to the daß 


of my return. It is taken from my books, which were kept 


all the time I was in Inpra by Mr. VERETsT, Who will 


readily atteſt their accuracy. I omit the firſt part of this 


account, becauſe it was tranſmitted to the Court of Direc- 
tors, and ſtands upon record in the Invra Hovsz. The other 
part J will read. The Houſe will obſerve, that in this account 
there are the names of others whom I rewarded, beſides the 
Gentlemen I have mentioned. One was an old ſervant Who 


; went out with me; and the others were young —— 
in my ad 8 Office. 
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Amount received ſubſequent to t making 
up of the Account before menti- ed, trat 
mitted to the Court of DireQors;. viz. | © 


Company 75 Anbwabees fot — 


Governor 3 Duties 


Afddnt feestved for Profits on Salt, viz 


Sold to the following Gentlemen, 


r. : Go * » 


: 8 


rtions above 


CURES; ue ng 


i ing all, Corperh in 8 It 
Trade for the EL; 9er . 


" Intereſt paid thereon. 


Amount received 7” 5 Commiſſion on the 


Duannee * 


Balance 
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Amount paid ſubſequent to the making up of 
the Account before mention * 
to the Court of Directors, vi 


Account Salaries 
E General 

Expences _ 
_ Wewing Apparel 1 amor 


a os is 


— | 


| Amount of Expences w_ —— 


Hava STRACKEY, Eſq; 
£2 4. 


erred to kako ount ? 
** « Sykes's Bond "199% 
* thereon 


A Proportion of Mr. Kelſall's Bond with 

lbtetet ne 

5 The Amount of a Pill, on Attornies in 
ngland — 


> A Proportion of — + Commiſion on asf 


— 5 


* 2979297 497 „14 


Keren ues 


05 & e 
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| — to him the Amount WY 
| of Mr Verelſt's Bond = 5 | 
5 Intereſt thereon 5 — 471 8 6 
The Amount of Mr. Rut. 
ſel's Bond 
| Intereſt thereon 


. * * 


ay 


.235 14 8 


| A Proportion of Mr. Kat J Bond with) 
| Intereſt — 
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| Transferred to him the Amount 8 
of Mr. Campbell's Bond . 1 
471 8 6 


Intereſt thereon | 7 
| Be proportion of. Commiſion on. the Re- 
venues | 
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Transferred to him the Remain- ) 
der of Mr. Kelſall's Bond 

Intereſt thereon | 


2 . 118 & 8 # 
| Preſented .o hin an additional Sum rol 
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| Transferred to them a Proportion of Commil: 
| fion on the Revenuees— — 


Meſſ, Wrnaxe, Azcuvarn, Coxs, BOY het 
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Tux balance againſt me, upon the whole, is five thouſand 
eight hundred and ſixteen pounds. Now Sir, I have no 
objection to having this account lodged among the Records of 
this Houſe, that it may ſtand in judgment for or againſt 
me, if future Commiſſion, either on the part of the Crown 
or the EAST IN DIA Company ſhould ever think a pe 
tion into F my conduct mene „ 


Turk is only one circumfiance more ith which: I ſhall. 
trouble the Houſe; and I do aſſure them, I ſhould be aſhamed- 
to touch upon it, as it may carry with it an appearance of 
vanity, were not my honor and reputation fo much at ſtake. 
It was in my power to have taken from my enemies every 
ſhadow of pretence for arraigning my conduct, on account 
of theſe profits, as they have been called, of my government. 
1 could have rewarded thoſe Gentlemen much more liberally, | 
without the poſſibility of an accuſation. But I ſhould not 
have acted ſo much to my own ſatisfaction, nor I believe ſo 
much to that of the Houſe; if I had neglected the oppor- 

tunity that offered, of doing ſomething eſſentially | beneficial | 
to the Easr II Company's ſervice. 


ſay: _ | Nabob PLAY, F if ever Muſſulman 
had a friendſhip for a Chriſtian, had a friendſhip for me. 
When the news of my appointment to the Government reach- 
ed BexOAL; he immediately quitted Muxapavap, came ons 
to CalcvrTa; impatiently waited my arrival for fix weeks; 
fell ill; returned to his capital and died. Two or three days 


before his death, in the preſence. of his wife, and in the 
90 W 8 preſence 


L 44 ] 


preſence of his miniſter, he ſaid to his ſon and ſucceſſor, 
whatever you may think proper to give to Lord Ctrvs on 
your own account the means are in your power. But, 
as a teſtimony of my affection for him, I defire you will 
pay to him as a legacy from me five lacks of Rupees. I 
muſt obſerve that the Nabob's death happened whilſt I was 
on my voyage, and ſome months before my arrival in BEN- 
dar. The principal and intereſt amounted to near ſeventy 
thouſand pounds. A very reſpectable Gentleman and great 
Lawyer, who is now the Speaker of this honourable Houſe, 
gave his opinion in favor of my right to this legacy, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms : another .great Lawyer, a Member of this 
Houſe, has often declared to me in private, his opinion of 
my right; and the Court of Directors have themſelves con- 
firmed that right. Authentic atteſtations of this legacy are 
upon record in the IxpIA Hovszs, The whole of the moneß 


1 added to about forty thouſand pounds more, which I pre- 


vailed on the Nabob to beſtow, is eſtabliſhed for a Military „ 
Fund, in ſupport of Officers and Soldiers who may be in- 
valided in any part of Ix pra, and alſo in ſupport of their 


TY Widows. Nothing was wanting but ſuch an Eſtabliſhment lt 


as this, to make the Easr Invia Comvanv's Military Service 
the beſt Service in the world. Before that period, an indi- 
gent, invalided Officer and Soldier might live in India; but 
if he returned to his native Country, he returned to beg. 
2 gary. By this fund the Officers are intitled to Half-pay. ; 
The Soldiers are upon the ſame footing as thoſe in CRI 
sEA HoseITaL; and the Wan of both Officers and _ 
diers have: Praſipns, . u 5 „ 
4 F PRI 


* „ 
c 1 
P - - 
| — 


Harm * fo. 1 n the 8 of he 
Houſe, 1 doubt whether I may. now expect their farther in- 


dulgence, or whether I muſt defer what I have to * War 
the men buſineſs till a future oecaſion. 


(Hovsz, 6. on, 80 on. & : 


Bur before 1 proceed, 1 muſt beg 1 — 5 to Fee a | little. 
into a digreſſion, on behalf of the Company's ſervants in ge- 
neral. It. Is INES by humanity, by Juſtice, and by truth. 


en was always an abſolute deſpotic Government. | 
The inhabitants, eſpecially of B xxo, in inferior ſtations, 
are ſervile, mean, ſubmiſſive and humble. In ſuperior ſtations, 
they are luxurious, effeminate, tyrannical, treacherous, venal, 

cruel, The Country of BENOAL is called, by way of dif. 
tinction, the Paradiſe of the Earth. Ir not only abounds 
with the neceſſaries of life to ſuch a degree, as to furniſh a 
great part of Inp1a with its ſuperftuity, but it abounds in 
very curious and valuable manufactures, ſufficient not only 
for its own uſe, but for the uſe of the whole Globe. The 
Silver of the Weſt and the Gold of the Eaſt have for many 


years been Pouring into chat Country, and Goods only have 


been ſent out in return. This has added. to the Juxury, and 
extravagance of BencAs, | 250 55 


Fron time immemorial it has been the cuſtom of that 
Country, for an inferior never to come into the preſence of 
a ſuperior without a Preſent. It i at the Nabob, and- 


ends 


| 
ends at the loweſt man that has an inferior. The Nabob 
has told me, that the imail Preſents - he received amounted 
to three hundred thouſand pounds a year; and I can believe 
him: becauſe I know that I might have received as much 
during my laſt Government. The Company's ſervants have 
ever been accuſtomed to receive Preſents. Even before we 
took part in the Country troubles, when our poſſeſſions were 
very confined and limited, the Governor and others uſed to 
receive Preſents; and I will take upon me to aſſert, that 
there has not been an Officer commanding his Majeſty's Fleet, 
nor an Officer commanding his Majeſty's Army; not a Go- 
vernor, not a Member of Council, not any other Perſon, 
civil or military, in ſuch a ſtation as to have connection with 
the Country Government, who has not received Preſents. 
With regard to BxNOAL, there they flow in abundance indeed. 
Let the Houſe figure to itſelf a Country conſiſting of fifteen 
millions of inhabitants, a Revenue of four millions Sterling, 
and a Trade in proportion. By progreſſive ſteps the Com- 
pany have become Sovereigns of that Empire. Can it be 
ſuppoſed that their ſervants will refrain from advantages ſo 
obviouſly reſulting from their ſituation? The Company's 
ſervants, however, have not been the authors of thoſe acts 
of violence and oppreſſion, of which it is the faſhion to 
accuſe them. Such crimes are committed by the natives of 
the Country, acting as their Agents, and for the moſt part 
without their knowledge. Thoſe Agents and the Banyans never 
deſiſt, till, according to the miniſterial phraſe, they have 
| dragged their Maſters into the kennel; and then the acts of 
violence begin. The paſſion for Gain is as ſtrong as the paſ- 
oy ſion of Love. I will ſuppoſe, that two intimate friends have 


F 2 ; % lived 


LI 


red long together; tlas ons of then has married  beaurifi 
woman; that the friend ſtill continues to live in the Houſe; 


and that this beautiful woman, forgetting her duty to her 


fuſband, attempts to ſeduce the friend; who, though in the 
vigor of his youth, may, from a high principle of honor, 


It firſt, reſiſt the temptation, and even rebuke the lady. But 


if he ſtill continues to live under the ſame roof, and ſhe 
ſtill continues to throw out her allurements, he muſt be 
duced at laſt, or fly, Now the Banyan is the fair lady 
do the Company's ſervant. He lays his bags of filver before 
him to- day; Gold to-morrow; Jewels the next day; and, 
if theſe fail, he then — — in the way of his profeſ- 


ſton, which is Trade. He aſſures him that Goods may 1 . 
had cheap, and fold to great advantage up the Country. 


this manner is the attack carried on; and the Company's 3 : 
vant has no reſource; for he cannot fly. In ſhort, fleſh and 


| blood cannot bear it. Let us for a moment conſider the na- 
| ture of the education of a young man who goes to Ix DTA. 


The advantages ariſing from the Company's ſervice are now 


| | very generally known; and the great object» of every man 


| uſually at the age of ſixteen. 


inted a writer to BNGAL; which is 
His parents and relations re- 
preſent. to him how certain he is of making a fortune; that 
my Lord ſuch a one, and my Lord ſuch a one, acquired fo 
much money in fuch a time; and Mr. ſuch a one, and Mr. 
fach a one, ſo. much in ſuch a time. Thus are their prin- 

 eiples corrupted at their very ſetting out, and as they ge- 
nerall/ go a good many together, they inflame one another's 
WW to ſuch 4 degree, in che courſe of the Voyage,, 

pt: e e 


is to get his fon appo 
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„. wee ape oi ed de. action. 
in Beda, and not worth a groat. As ſoon as he lands, a 
Banyan, worth perhaps one hundred thouſand pounds, deſires 
he may have the honor of ſerving this young Gentleman, at 
four ſhillings and ſix-pence per month. The Company has 


provided chambers for him, but they are not good enough; Uh | 


the Banyan finds better. The young man takes a walk about 
the town, he obſerves that other writers, arrived only a year 1 
before him, live in ſplendid apartments or have houſes of 
their own, ride upon fine. prancing Arabian Horſes, and in 
| Palanqueens and Chaiſes; that they keep Seraglios, make 
Entertainments, and treat with Champaigne and Claret. When 


Banyan aſſures him he may ſoon arrive at the ſame good 
fortune; he furniſnes him with money; he is then at his 
mercy. The advantages of the Banyan, advance with the 
tank of his maſter, who. in acquiring one fortune generally 
ſpends three. But this is not the worſt of it: he is in a | 
| ſtate of dependence under the Banyan, who commits ſuch 
acts of violence and oppreſſion, as his intereſt prompts him 
to, under the pretended ſanction and authority of the Com- 
pany's ſervant. Hence, Sir, arifes the clamor againft the Ex- 
 et15h Gentlemen in Ix DTA. But lock at them in a retired 
firuation, when returned to ENGLAND, when they are no 
longer Nabobs and Sovercigns of che Eaſt: ſee if there be 


Hh any thing tyrannical in their diſpoſition rowards their infe- 


riors : ſee if they are not good and humane maſters: are 
| they 


be returns, he tells the Banyan what he has obſerved. The 


[4] 


they not charts? Are they not | benevolent-? Are they 
not generous? Are they not hoſpitable ? If they are thus 
far not contemptible members of Society, and if in all their 
dealings between man and man, their conduct is ſtrictly ho- 
norable: if, in ſhort, there has not yet been one character 
found amongſt them ſufficiently flagitious for Mr. Foorz to 
exhibit on the Theatre in the Haymarket, may we not con- 
clude, . that if they have erred, it has been becauſe they 
were men, Placed in neee, e to little or no con- 
troul ? ÜHÄ © be | 


Bor if the 8 of the Company are to be 1 with 
the demerit of every misfortune in IxpIA, let them alſo have 
the merit they are intitled to. The Court of Directors ſurely 

will not claim to themſelves, the merit of thoſe advantages 
which the Nation and the Company are at preſent in poſ- 
ſeſſion of. The Officers of the Navy and Army have had 
great ſhare in the execution; but the Company's ſervants were 
the Cabinet Council, who planned every thing; and to them + 


alſo may be aſcribed, ſome part of the merit of our grout 
: 11 . . | | 


Bs 2 will now paſs to other matter : matter as important as 
ever came before this Houſe, Invia yields at preſent a clear 
produce to the public and to individuals, of between two 
and three millions, Sterling, per Annum. If chis object ſnould 

5 25 loſt, what can Adminiſtration ſubſtitute in the room of 

it? 1 tremble when I think of the riſque we lately run, 
> the ambitious defigns of the Faexncu. They may have 

e for a time, cheir views en Ila, but I am 15 

- 
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they have not given them up. It is ſtrongly reported they 


have at this moment; ten thoufand men at the Iflands, and 
a great number of Tranſports : theſe men are not to return 
to France, and yet the Iſlands cannot maintain them: but 
at Mapacascar they may poſſeſs themſelves of a Country, 
capable of ſupporting any number. This they certainly will 
do, and their forces inſtead of decreafing will increaſe by 
additional battalions, poured out from Fzance, until they 
are ready to carry into execution their favourite deſign. The 

noble Lord at the Head of the Treaſury, will do me the 
Juſtice to ſay that I laid before him a paper, drawn up 
fifteen months ago, in which I ſtated almoſt every. thing that 
has ſince happened, relating to the views of FRANCE upon 
the EasT Inpizs. It was indeed impoſſible for me to be 
deceived, knowing the * that had been made. 


5 . ever Fg AxvE ould lay. hold of our poſſeſſions, ſhe 
2 will ſoon add to them all the reſt of the EasT INDIES. The 
other European Nations there, will immediately fall before 
her; not even the DuTcy can ſtand : the Empire of the 


Sea will. follow: thus will her acquiſitions in the Eaſt, i 


any can, give her univerſal Monarchy... I repeat, and I would 
have what I ſay remembered, that the FR RENCH' have not 
h Wren: up their deſigns upon INDIA, - 


7 


Bor dagger ohms: be K the preſent faſpended,. let 
us chink of the 5 at home. 


= is certain that our affairs in Bu Al are in a very 
deplorable condition, and chat the Nation cannot receive their 
four 
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four hundred thouſand pounds, and the Proprietors. their two 


hundred thouſand. pounds increaſe of dividend . . 


* ſomething be not done. 


r 122 22 Par- 


Lament, that we ſhould endeavour to e e e them. There 


are a few material points, which I will ſtate as clearly as 


I can. The Revenues ; the Inland Trade; the Charges, Civil 


.and Military; z and the Public Ss. N which I mean * 
Trade of the Company. 55 N 


'Uron the receipt of the OL Spa the four hun- 
dred thouſand pounds a year to Government, and the two 


hundred thouſand pounds a year additional dividend to the 
Proprietors: and upon the Company's or Public Trade de- 
pends the coming home of the Revenues. There are no 


mines of Gold or Silver in BENOAL, therefore the Revenues 5 


can be brought hither only through the medium of the Com- 


pany” s T rade. 
Ved the Civil and Military Expences FI der we 


Mall have any ſurplus Revenue at all; for if they are ſwel- 
led up too high you can receive no Revenues. Upon the 
Inland Trade depends in ſome degree, the receipt of the Re- N 
venues. Upon the Inland Trade depend almoſt totally the 
| happineſs and proſperity of the People. Indeed the true cauſe 
of the diſtreſs in BenGaL, as far as it relates to the Inland 
Trade, is this. The Company's ſervants and their agents, 
have taken into their own hands the whole of that Trade, 


which they have carried on in a capacity | before unknown ; 3 


for 


[ 49 J 


for they have traded not only as Merchants, but as Sove- 


reigns, and by graſping at the whole of the Inland Trade, 
| have taken the bread out of the mouths of thouſands and 
thouſands of Merchants, who uſed formerly to Sorry on 1 


Ty and who are now reduced to beggary. - 


Wirn regard to the public Trade, it is Aer! to > 
| What that has been, and what it now is. Here is an account 


of the prime coſts of the Company's Inveſtments from Ben- 
cat, for ſeven years preceding the acquiſition of the Dvan- 


NEE, and for ſeven years ſubſequent, Fare with the number 


of Ships * 
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| Comparative View of the Number of sue from . 
with the Amount of their Carcors, for ſeven Years 
preceding and ſeven Years ſucceeding the * 1 of 
* DvanNxes, in 1765, 


— 


—— 
* 


2 | 5 Y . 
The ſeven preceding Years. The ſeven — Years. 
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By this Paper, it appears that the Public Trade has 
increaſed more than Youble, ſince the e of che 


Dvannzs, „ | | : 
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I now come wa very ark * rndeed.” A State of 


the Revenues, and alſo of the Civil and  Milgary, and all 
other Expences from the year 1765 to 1792. The firſt year's 


Account is imperfect, becauſe the Revenues are ſtated from 


the month of April, and che Dan: was not obtained 
till "PE: 5 5 
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Amount of the 


REVENUES and CHARGES, 


Shewing the Nett _ and the Nett Income for ſix Yean, from Mey 1765 to | Apr We: 


—— 4 EEE, ny ph 7 3 
Mt  Grob Ta of || Net f cid | Militny | Bulldinp (Tow t {Total Charge, Nett 
4 wol i 8 6 Charges | TIT 4 85207 = — Income. — 
ribute Scand. 83 | © | fications, * [Civil, Milit, +| Tribute, & 8e. 
2 N | | | : . @ Buildings, | 5 
„„ RET 1 £N 
rom May 1765 to April 1766, ö 2,264,763] 611,890 1,652,873 | 211,398 | 612,009 F. Sans 910,630 { 1,522,520 | 742243 
May 1766 to April 1767, || 3,861,141| 1,273,755 || 2,587,386 | 307,484 | 861,174 | 105,544 1.274.202 2 2,547,957 1313,18 
May 1767 to April 1768, 3,6 3,171 1,255,673 |! 2,357,498 303, 231 ; $68,177 219,285 1,390, 693. | 2,646,366 | 966,80] 
May 1768 to April 1769, 3,786, 795 15,290,739 2,490,056 | 422,250 | 1,022,393 270, 873 1,715,516. 3.012,55 7744548 
May 176g to April 1770, [| 3,430,210] 1,209,366 || 2,220,844 | 391-906 | 1,044-037 1199-358 | 1,629,890 | 2.339.256 | 59095 
May 1770 to April 1777, — 1,209,366 || 1,939,594 | 14143:.756,32,978,65173,344 
rr [4.433.384 [87678 [3.687.191 195453970 [456,97 
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Tas Acid muſt be exact, 8 I had the whole of 
it from the IIA Hovsz, except the particulars of the laſt. 
year, which the Court of Directors are not yet in poſſeſſion 
. But I cannot doubt their authenticity, as I received 
| them from a Gentleman in Council at BrvoAT. 4] 


Tux noe will obſerve, that the Groſs. Colle tions hs 1 


not decreaſed conſiderably till the year 1770, which was the 
year of the Famine; but that the Civil and Military Expences 
have been gradually increaſing ever ſince I left Bencar, 
which was in the beginning of the year 1767. And here 
lies the danger. The evil is not ſo much in the Revenues 
7 falling ſhort, as in the Expences increaſing. The beſt means 


of raiſing the Revenues is to reduce the Civil and Military 1 | 


Charges. Why ſhould we ſtrive at an actual increaſe of 
the Revenues ? They avail nothing unleſs we can inveſt 

them; and to raiſe them beyond a certain point is to diſtreſs 
the country, and to reduce to indigence, numbers who from 
time immemorial have derived their ſubſiſtence from them. 


Wir nd to the now of the expences, 1 take the 
caſe to ſtand thus. Before the Company became poſſeſſed of 


the Duauxzr, their Agents had other ways of making for- 


tunes. Preſents were open to them. They are now at an 
end. It was expedient for them to find ſome other channel: 


the channel of the Civil and Military Charges. Every man 1 ; 


now who 1s permitted to make a din, makes a fortune. 6 


1 „ Fj a 
8 1 * 
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pi n not the + imple pay * Oeers and Men upon the 
Milicary and Civil Eſtabliſhment which ' octafions our enor- 


mous Expence, but the | contingent - Bills of Contractors, i 
Commiſſaries, Engineers, 8c. out of which, I am ſure, great 


ſavings might be made. Theſe intolerable expences have | 


alarmed the Directors, and perſuaded them to come to 


Parliament for aſſiſtance. And, if 1 miſtake not, they will PH 


Toon go to Adminiſtration, and tell them they cannot pay 
the "ok hundred thouſand pounds; and that they "muſk 
lower the Dividend to the . e 


5 1 attribute. the "a . of our Affairs to four 925 
Cauſes: a Relaxation of Government in my Succeſſors; great 


MM Neglect on the part of Adminiſtration; notorious Miſcon- 85 


| duc. on the part of the Directors; and the violent and N 


outrageous Proceedings of 1 Courts, in which 1 in 5 


1 clude conteſted Elections. 


Mr. Vzazuer, who ſucceeded. me in hs 8 1 
do believe to be a man of as much real worth and honor 
az ever exiſted: and ſo far from being wanting in humanity, 

as Mr. Bor rs aſſerts; I know that he had too much huma- 


4 nity. Humanity, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, has been 


his ruin. 


If he had leſs, it would have been better for the 
Nation, better for the Company, better for the Natives, and 


| beter for himſelf, No Man came to the Government with 


a fairer Character, and notwithſtanding what I have faid, 1 
al conſcious no man ever left it with a fairer. He acted upon 
principles of diſintereſtedneſs from beginning to end: and let 
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the Director if they can, tell me where. 1 could have laid 
my finger upon a fitter Man. But the truth is, be governed. 
with too lenient a hand. The too great -tenderneſs of his 
diſpoſition I faw and dreaded, Nothing was wanting on my 
part to prompt him to purſue vigorous meaſures. Nor did 
I confine myſelf to verbal advice only. I gave it in writing 
before 1 reſigned the Government. The Houſe will permit 
me to read to them my ſentiments upon that occaſion- They 
are contained in my Farewell Letter to the Sclect Committer, 
wherein I forewarned them of almoſt every misfortune that 
has ſince happened. The whole is too long to trouble the 


Houſe with. I ſhall therefore read * that _ ot 4 it wich 
* to che m, e, | 


bee frm my. Meal: Lan- to the Sela cuil, 5 
1 1 dated 164k January, 1767. WY ; 


— "ns © The main al by the Conwictes of Aber 
5 4 tion, will I hope be duly attended to. It has been too 
| is much the cuſtom in this Government to make orders and 

e regulations, and thence to ſuppoſe the buſineſs done. To 


2 « what end and purpoſe are they made, if they be not pro- 
= mulgated and enforced? No regulation can be carried 


into execution, no order obeyed, if you do not make i- 
« gorous examples of the diſobedient. Upon this point 1 


cc 


It „ reſt the welfare of the Company in Bzncat, The ſer- 
vants are now. brought to a proper ſenſe of their duty; 


WL you ſlacken the reins of Government, affairs will ſoon 


1 revert to their former channel ; 5 anarchy and corruption will 
9 again 


at. 
6 —_ 
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. + ordination: it is incumbent upon you to keep them ſo. 


„Tou have power, you have abilities, you have integrity ; A 
« let it not be ſaid that you are deficient in reſolution. 1 
repeat that you muſt not fail to exact the moſt implicit 
Obedience to your orders. Diſmiſs or- ſuſpend from the 
« ſervice, any man who ſhall dare to diſpute your authority. 5 
If you deviate from the principles upon which we have 
* hitherto acted, and upon which you are conſcious vou 
bought to proceed; or if you do not make a proper uſe of 
that power, with which you are inveſted I ſhall hold 
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6 again prevail; and, elate with a new victory, be too head- 


WS 8 for any uture efforts of Government. Recall to 
. your memories the many attempts that have been made 
in the Civil and Military Departments, to overcome our au- 


4 thority, and to ſet-up a kind of independency againſt the 


Court of Directors. Reflect alſo on the reſolute meaſures 
de e have purſued, and their wholeſome effects. Diſobe - 


« dence to legal power is the firſt ſtep of ſedition; and pal- 


. liative remedies effect no cure. Every tender compliance, 
- «© every condeſcenſion on your parts, will only encourage more 


«1 flagrant attacks; which will daily increaſe in ſtrength, and : 


4 be at laſt in vain reſiſted. - Much of our time has been 
© employed in correcting abuſes. The important work has 


been proſecuted with zeal, diligence and diſintereſtedneſs ; 
and we have had the happineſs to ſee our labors - crowned 


« with ſucceſs. I leave the Country in peace: I leave the 


Civil and Military Departments* under diſcipline and ſub- 


.* myſelf acquitted, as 1 do now , againſt the conſe- 
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ample and advice, the evil day would have been kept off 
ſome time longer. But had he kept the tighteſt rein, he 
could not have done much ſeryice to the Company: for 
neither he nor any man could have long guarded againſt 

the miſchiefs occaſioned by the Directors themſelves, when 
; they took away the powers of the Select Committee. 1 


1 HE Company had acquired an empire | more W * 


any Kingdom in Evroee, France and Russia excepted. 1 


They had acquired a Revenue of four millions Sterling, and 
a Trade in proportion. It was natural to ſuppoſe that ſuch 
an object would have merited the moſt ſerious attention of 
Adminiſtration z that in concert with the Court of Directors 


they would have conſidered the nature of the Company's 
Charter, and have adopted a Plan adequate to ſuch poſſeſ@= 


ſions. Did they take it into conſideration? No, they did 
not. They treated it rather as a South Sea Bubble, than as 775 
any thüng ſolid and ſubſtantial : they thought of nothing but 


5 the preſent time, regardleſs of the future: they ſaid, let us 


get What we can to day, let to morrow take care for itſelf: 
they thought of nothing but the immediate diviſion of the 


loaves and fiſhes: nay, ſo anxious were they to lay their | 
hands upon ſome immediate advantage, that they actually went 


ſo far as to influence a parcel of temporary Proprietors to 


bully the Directors into their terms. It was their duty, Sir, 


to have called upon the Directors for a Plan; and if a Plan, 
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in conſequence, had not been laid before them, it would 


then have become their duty, with the aid and aſſiſtance of 
Parliament, to have formed one themſelves. If Adminiſtration 


had done their duty, we ſhould not now have heard a Speech 
from the Throne, intimating the neceſſity of parliamentary 
intergoſition, «2 to fave; our e in InD1a from ee 


ing ruin. 
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Tur next e is, he miſcondut | on the ben of the ak 
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en he Court of Ditpſtors: had, I the higheſt terms, 


approved of the conduct of that Committee, ho reſtored 
tranquility to BEN ; who had reſtored a Government of 
anarchy and confuſion, to good order; who had made a Peace 
with Svja DowLa, by which they obtained upwards of ſix 
huudred thouſand pounds for the Company; who had quel- 
led both a. Civil and a Military Mutiny; who had re-eſta- 
bliſhed Diſcipline and Subordination in the Army; wWho had 
ape 3 Ange; hs Mb e een, e 


7 9 . eee nne 4 Sad * off the 
_ greateſt part of a Bond Debt in BEN GAL, amounting to near 
nine hundred thouſand pounds:; Who had: left the Treaſury 
in ſuch a flowing ſtate, that they drew: few or no bills upon 
ahe; Company! at home ; 31 who! laid the foundation of Inveſt: 
ments ſo large as were never before 'known or heard of-; 
5 and who had by theſe means enabled the Company to: aſſiſt 


” = 1 . | Government 5 
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| Government with four hundred divuland N a year, and 


to make an increaſe of Dividend to the Stock-holders of ' two 
. thouſand pounds; one would imagine that the Court 
of Directors would have ſupported a ſyſtem of Government 
as had been ſo very ſucceſsful. But they acted upon 
very different principles ; they dropped the proſecutions againſt 
_ thoſe Gentlemen in BENOGAL, whoſe conduct the Committee 
had cenſured, and fully repreſented. Thus they gave a ſtab | 
to their own vitals. From that inſtant they deſtroyed their 
on power abroad, and eraſed from the minds of their ſer- 
vants in Ix DIA, every wholeſome regulation which the Com- 
mittee had eſtabliſned. The ſervants abroad were in anxious 
ſuſpence to learn whether they were puniſhable or not, for 
miſconduct. The lenity or weakneſs of the Court of Direc- 
tors removed their doubts. From that inſtant all Covenants 
were forgotten, or only looked upon as ſo many ſheets of 
blank paper; and from that inſtant began that relaxation of 


_Goyernment ſo much. now nee of, and ſo much ſtill 
to be dreaded. ; | 


; "Taz next by was to deſtroy the Peat, « that Com- 
mittee whoſe conduct they had with reaſon ſo highly ap- 
proved of. They divided the Powers; they gave half to the 
Council, and left the other half with the Committee. The 
conſequence was, the Council and Committe became diſtracted 
by altercations and diſputes for Power, and have ever ſince 
been at variance, to the great detriment of the ſervice. The 
Court of Directors, as if this was not enough, reſtored bd 
7 2 H2 C ru ol 


"he — almott every Civil ans Militiry "Trankgreffor who 
had been diſmiſſed :- nay: they rewarded ſore of: them, by 
allowing them a continuation of their rank all the time they 
were in Exot Au Db. And now, as a condemmnation of their 
own conduct, and a tacit confeſſion of their own weakneſs, 
they come to Parliament with a Bill of Regulations, in Which 
zs inſerted a Clauſe to put ſuch. Practices, as much 28 en 

but of their Power for the future. ä 


44 * 


Wir N to Genet Cb; 1 vl 1 need not 
| dwell long on the Conſequences. of them. Their violent Pro- 
ceeedings have been ſubverſive of the Authority of the Court 
of Directors. The Agents abroad have known this: they 
have therefore never ſcrupled to ſet the orders of the Court 
of Directors at defiance,, when it was their intereſt to diſ- 
obey them; and they have eſcaped. puniſhment, by means 
of the over-awing intereſt. of individuals at General Courts. 
Thus have General Courts co-operated with the Court of 
Directors in the miſchiefs that have ariſen in BenGAL ; whilſt 
annual conteſted Elections have, in a manner, deprived the 
Directors of the power of eſtabliſhing any authority. over their - 
ſervants. The firſt half of the year is employed in freeing. 
themſelves from the obligations contracted by their laſt Elec- 


tion; and the ſecond half is waſted in incurring new obli- 


gations, and. ſecuring their Election for the next year, by 
daily ſacrifices of ſome intereſt of the Company.. The Di- 
rection, notwithſtanding all theſe manceuvres,, has. been ſo 
fluctuating and. unſettled, that new and contradictory orders 


have. been Se for out; aha 1 ſervants (who to . 
the truth have generally underſtood the intereſt of che Com- 
pany much better than the Directors) have in many inſtances 
followed . own — in oppoſition to theirs. | 


Ir is not my intention, at preſent, to trouble the Houſe 
with the Remedies for theſe evils. I rather chuſe to defer | 
them till the Bill comes into the Houſe. 1 have now opened . 

my Budget : it is not a miniſterial Budget: : it is an EAs HTC 

Ix pA Budget; which contains many precious Stones, Dia- 
monds, Rubies, &c. of the firſt Water and Magnitude: and 

there wants only a ſkilful Jeweller, and able Artiſt, to Pos 

8 them and aſcertain their real Value. 
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